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Memorandum

DATE: December 30, 2008

TO: OH&S Webinar Participants (12-10-08)
FROM: Margo Mee

SUBJECT: Questions and Answers from the webinar

We’d like to thank everyone who participated in the webinar on the 10" there were a lot of great questions but
unfortunately time did not allow us to answer all of them online. Below is a listing of all the questions presented
along with answers. If you should have additional questions or need further clarification, please do not hesitate
to contact me at margo@hawsco.com and | will route your question appropriately.

1.

What about remote sites that have lead acid batteries, which site personnel service, yet there is no water,
and 2 hours from the nearest emergency care?

a. You have a few options here. You need to determine the hazard, meaning are we concerned about the
eyes, or the whole body. Drenching the eyes is a bit easier as we have multiple portable units. Please
go to http://www.hawsco.com/category.asp?categoryid=14 to see our portable options. If the concern is
the whole body then we are talking about a complete different line. Email Casey Hayes at
casey@hawsco.com for additional info.

How do you determine which nozzle is best suited for your operation? The eye wash or the eye & face
wash?

a. It depends on your hazard, if you are working with chemicals or liquids an eye/face wash is necessary.
Eyewashes are generally used for particulates and dust.

Are eye magnets safe for non-medical providers to use for removal of non-ferrous metallic particles from
around the eye..lashes, lids?

a. Magnets are not unsafe. However, they are just not as effective as simply flushing the eyes with copious
amounts of pure water. Any particles imbedded into the surface of the cornea should be removed by a
trained medical practitioner. Having said that, manipulating foreign objects by any means other than
gentle irrigation is not recommended.

How can Legionella be controlled in a tempered water loop for emergency plumbing equipment?

a. As mentioned in the webinar, Legionella is in all water. There a several factors beyond the temperature
that must be considered. One is the immune system of the shower user. If it is weak then Legionnaires
disease can occur. Being a smoker or elderly also pose issues. What we believe is important to know is
that LD can be cured with antibiotics a lot easier than getting skin grafts from the chemical spill.

Does a dual drench hose meet OSHA's requirement for eyewashes? But if the drench hose is a 1 step
process where you just turn it on and it is also hands free, does this meet OSHA's requirement?

a. OSHA enforces the ANSI Standard which states that a drench hose with dual heads will work as an
eyewash as long as it also meets the specification of an ANSI approved eyewash.

You said new buildings need to conform to ANSI standards regarding tepid showers, what about renovating
labs?

a. If your new lab design is to meet the current plumbing codes, then yes tepid water is required.
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Is a safety shower required in a very small quantity chemical research lab or will a drench hose be fine?
a. You should reference the MSDS to determine the proper way of drenching the chemical off the body.
Which agency requires the weekly tests vs. monthly tests?

a. ANSI Z358.1 2004 stipulates WEEKLY not monthly testing of emergency units, this can be found in
section 4.6.2.

Is it true that eyewash/shower check is weekly and not monthly? Where is this in the standard?

a. See answer to question #8.

Can a shower have a spring loaded shut off valve?

a. As mentioned in the webinar, spring loaded valves are not approved.

Has anyone participating in this webinar received an OSHA citation for not following the ANSI Standard?

a. We unfortunately do not see the OSHA citations, though we receive many orders requesting a quick
turnaround to satisfy an OSHA inspector.

What are your thoughts on sink mounted drench hose/eyewashes that are mounted at the rear of the sink?

a. Eyewashes connected to drench hoses can be approved equipment if it meets the performance
requirements in the ANSI standard.

What are the basic criteria that should be met for an OSHA compliant installation?

a. There are no OSHA compliant installations, however there are ANSI requirements. Reference the
Z358.1 guide on www.axionmsr.com for these points.

If lab does not contain corrosives is any washing facility needed?

a. If there are potential hazards in the lab that can cause eye or skin damage, then safety equipment is
required.

Can a shower have a manual shut off valve?
a. Manual shut off valves are acceptable as long as they are easy to locate and readily accessible.

Should eyewash and shower units be used for battery changing stations or is an eyewash alone sufficient?
What distance should the unit be from the battery changing station?

a. This really is a question you need to answer independently by evaluating the potential hazard. If there is
a potential for only the eyes to get splashed, then an eyewash is fine. If there is a concern that the entire
body can get splashed, then a full combo unit is needed.

What about drains for showers? 15 minutes of 20-40 GPM is a lot of water on the ground and, in labs with
expensive equipment, you can do millions in property damage. We want to cleanse victims, but can we also
protect property? Are drains not permitted?

a. The ANSI Z358 does not address the requirement for drains. You need to refer to the plumbing code
used in your state. We do know that the UPC and IPC say drains are not required. We believe this is
because the water is mixed with the washed off chemical. The best thing to do here is to get the city
where you are to answer this.

What are the requirements for a floor drain in a lab setting for safety showers?

a. See answer to question #17 above.

What is the requirement to process the wastewater from the shower or the eyewash?

a. See answer to question #17.

Can you update the old style eyewash with this new technology? Approx how expensive?

a. Yes, you can easily change out older Haws units to the new Axion eye/face wash head by ordering the
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